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A drawing of Alvares Mar Julius (29 April 1836 — 23 September
1923) that was published in ‘Diario da Noite’ Daily on 24th Septem-
ber 1923. Courtesy: Central Library, Panjim Goa.
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23rd September - Commemorating Blessed Alvares Mar Julius Metropolitan of blessed memory

Rincy

St. Dionysus Vattasseril exhorts us to emulate the faith exhibited by
Alvares Thirumeni in this following speech titled ‘Conscience and Peace’
(Manasakshiyum Samaadhaanavum):

"You are well aware about our Alvares Methrachen (Metropolitan). It
has been only a few months since he left for heavenly abode. He died when
he was almost 90 years or so. He stood firm and steadfast in his faith.
Towards the end of his life, he lived in the city of Goa. There was no one
from the Orthodox faith in that town, in fact majority of the people belonged
to the Roman church. He did have few esteemed and honoured individuals
from the Hindu faith and business community as his friends whom he told
the following before his death:

“When I am on my deathbed, many priests of the Roman fold may come
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and advise me to renounce my faith. Due to ill-health and fatigue I may
move my head. Seeing my head movements, they will proclaim that I have
nodded in agreement to what they instructed me. To ensure such things do
not happen; I declare the following with you as a witness: I will never re-
nounce my faith, even on my deathbed. If anyone claims that I have re-
nounced my faith, then you are a witness to the fact that it is not true.”

You must understand how firm his faith was. For the sake of ensuring
peace with others, nobody one should renounce his faith, or act against his
conscience.”"

By the prayers of our holy father among the saints - Blessed Alvares
Mar Julius Metropolitan of blessed memory, May the Lord have mercy
upon us and help us.
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“The Dough with the Yeast of Life”

Second Sunday after the Feast of Holy Cross
Matthew 16:5-12

Fr. Geevarghese Thomas

Lord Jesus Christ’s entire economy was aiming the restoration of
the lost Paradise. It is envisioned and initiated through Jesus Christ’s
Incarnation and will be fulfilled through His Second Coming, in the
form of New Israel or the Eternal Kingdom of God. The essential
oneness of the Godhead is reflected in the creation as well. The
whole of humankind has the vocation to become one Body of Christ
i.e. the Holy Church. Also, the Church grows and edifies in assimilating
the doctrine of Christ as its leaven. Without Christ (or Christ
experience through His Economy observed as sacraments) there isn’t
a Church (living body of faithful). But, to assimilate this Divine Leaven
in fulfilment of the Kingdom of God, the prerequisite condition is, to
undergo a milling experience, to be one as fine flour particles, to be
humble for malaxation. These practices imbibe in us the privilege of
partaking in Christ’s suffering through bearing one’s own cross. And
this season of Cross, emphasizing the eschatology, unfolds through
this Biblical passage to assimilate Christ the Bread of Life and at
the same time refrain from the yeast of Pharisees and Sadducees.

Reflections

1. The teachings of the Antichrist distances us from the True
Gospel, the True Church and the Truth Absolute.

One of the biggest paradoxes with the seemingly religious lives
of the Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ time was, they had been
officiating Synagogue worship and Temple worship respectively.
Though they duly adored the Torah (the Word of God and the Law of
God through Moses), its teaching, interpretations and sacrificial
practices, they failed to see the Word or that Law fulfilled in the
incarnation of the Son of God. Lord Jesus Christ’s Sermon on the
Mount affirms it. “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law
or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them”
(Matthew 5:17). The hardened hearts of these group of people could
not assimilate words of the Word Incarnate. Their failure was not
just in disguising or ignoring Jesus Christ’s identity, but teaching
and promoting hatred for Him. Their teachings resemble ‘the
snatcher’ who takes away the ‘Word’. Just like the first humans were
taught by God to not eat from the tree about the knowledge of good
and evil, but the snatcher (the serpent) taught them against the
teaching of God. After the first deception in the pre history, even the
post modern scholastic world is not void of emerging Antichrists,
deceiving the essence or the doctrine of Christ from the Church.
What are the enclosures in realising the Kingdom of God? Jesus
says, ”“If you love me, keep my commands. And | will ask the Father,
and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever— the Spirit of truth. Anyone who loves me will obey my
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them” (John 14: 15-17, 23). The ‘making of
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home’ or the abode with God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit, is what makes us grow in the fulfilment of the Kingdom
of God.

The teachings of Christ, which all sums up in the imperative of
eucharistic anemnesis worthily (‘Do this in my remembrance until |
come’ cf. Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11: 24-29), make realise the
deification of humble souls. The unworthy participation weakens the
walls of the Church and weakens ultimately the Body wholly. Jesus
Christ’s Body and Blood, which is the Yeast and Promise of Life
eternal, when received worthily, malaxate us to be the dough like
Kingdom of God. In a Sedra of the Divine Liturgy in the Syriac tradition,
the priest prays thus- “O merciful Lord, by receiving your Holy Body
and precious Blood, may all the thorns of sin be charred from our
bodies. May Your Holy Body and Absolving Blood be the Yeast of Life
and the Promise for us” (seventh sedra, Holy Qurbana Thaksa). This
Yeast of Life gifts and reflects in the Church, the privilege of growing
in oneness and growing in Christ. St. Paul teaches us, “Therefore,
my beloved, flee from the worship of idols. | speak as to sensible
people; judge for yourselves what | say. The cup of blessing that we
bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we
break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? Because there is one
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one
bread” (1 Corinthians 10:14-17). Also, the dough like Church kneaded
with the Divine Leaven or the Yeast of Life, becomes fully a complete
Leaven in itself, with no single separate identity. The whole flour
particles get divinised into the potential and effect of eternal Life in
the Kingdom of God. This idea is exactly relatable to the Advaita
philosophy and the idea of Aham Brahmasmi, which is one of the
mahavakyas and appears in the Brihadaranyaka upanishad of shukla
yajurveda. It is also the central essence of the Advaita philosophy
propounded by Adi Shankaracharya. A-dvaita means non-dualism. It
says the creator and his creation are not two (dual) things, but are
one. The teaching of Christ to be on our guard against the yeast of
Pharisees and Sadducees, facilitates and strengthens the faith
enclosures and help us make world transform into the fulfilment of
the Kingdom of God, through our divinisation.

Conclusion

Though, individuality has been praised a lot in modern age, we
must be conscious of our potentiality in becoming one Body of Christ.
The indifferences occurring through deceitful teachings and vain
glories, must be discerned through our willful and humble submission
in Cross experience, to make grow Christ’s teachings in us. And let
the Yeast of Life transform us into the Divine Abode and fulfilling
the Kingdom of God through the Church. May God bless us.

Q
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Metropolitan Hilarion of Budapest and Hungary received Met-
ropolitan Abraham Stephanos of the Diocese of UK, Europe and Af-
rica
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Philip Thomas Cor
Episcopa was elected
as the President of
the Asia Pacific
Alliance of YMCAs
at the 21st General
Assembly that is
going on at the Hyatt
Regency in Chennai.
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